
The mission of the Chaplaincy Services Department is to 
accommodate the free exercise of religion by providing 
professional pastoral care to all Federal inmates and 
facilitate the opportunity to pursue individual religious 
beliefs and practices in accordance with the law, Federal 
regulations and Bureau of Prisons policy. The chaplain 
shall provide religious worship, education, counseling, 
spiritual direction, support and crisis intervention to 
accommodate the diverse religious needs of inmates. When 
appropriate, pastoral care and subject matter expertise may 
be extended to staff 

The Bureau of Prisons employs full-time chaplains in all 

of its facilities; expecting chaplains to 
consider this calling to be their primary ministry. The 
size of the chaplaincy team is generally 
determined by the number of inmates and the 
complexity of the institution mission. The word "team" 
is key ... and all BOP chaplains, regardless of their own 
faith orientation, are expected to 
minister as an effective pastoral team to an entire inmate 
population, representing a wide variety of faith 
traditions . . .  or no faith at all. Chaplaincy is an excepted 
service appointment (060 series) intended for 
well-educated and experienced ministers; thus, 
chaplaincy is not considered an entry-level 
position. As with all correctional workers in the BOP, a 
chaplain may retire with full benefits at 50 years of age 
after 20 years of service. Mandatory retirement occurs at 
the age of 57 years with 20 or more years of service. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

All chaplain vacancies for initial appointments will be announced on 
USAJOBS.gov. All applicants must apply on the www.usajobs.gov 
website by going to Federal Bureau of Prisons: Job Title: Chaplain. 
Staff Chaplain: The applicant must meet all of the listed 
qualifications. All inquiries regarding the On-Line application 
process should be directed to the Consolidated Staffing Unit (972) 
352-4200. All inquiries regarding Chaplaincy information should be
directed to (202) 514-9740.

The basic mission of chaplains in the Bureau of 

Prisons is to provide pastoral care to all Federal 
inmates and facilitate the opportunity to 

pursue individual religious beliefs and practices ... 

Apply@www.usajobs.gov

Chaplains, regardless of their own faith traditions, are 

expected to minister as an effective pastoral 

team to an entire inmate population representing 

a wide variety of faith groups-or no faith at all. 
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